GULLANE AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
(Representing Aberlady, Dirleton, Drem and Gullane)
www.gaddabout.org.uk

Minutes of meeting held in Gullane Village Hall on Thursday 25 April 2013
Minutes are subject to adoption at the next meeting
Present:

A McIntosh (AM)
R Ainslie (RA)
J Findlay (JF)
G Fraser (GF)
S Morris (SM)
V Sked (VS)
D McDonald (DM)
T Dryden (TD)
F Boswell (FB)
I Malcolm (IM)
J McCallum(JM)

Item

Title

1

APOLOGIES

Gullane (Chairman)
Gullane (Treasurer)
Gullane (Deputy Chairman)
Gullane
Drem
Gullane
Dirleton
Dirleton
West Fenton
Aberlady
Aberlady

Apologies were received from the following: L Ogilvie, Cllr Goodfellow (Cllr G), Cllr Day (Cllr D), Cllr
Goodfellow (Cllr G), Cllr Berry (Cllr B), PC Banks
2

PRESENTATION BY PAUL ZOCHOWSKI ON THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The slides from Paul’s presentation are on ELC’s website at www.eastlothian.gov.uk/ldp
Questions posed to PZ:

3



Letters can be written regarding the LDP – Dirleton Village Association have already done so –
however, there is also opportunity to do so in the Autumn 2013.



Publicity of the Plan will be via the local press, email to those on the LDP mailing list and also
social media. Pre Main Issues Report consultations have already been held in main towns affected
by LDP proposals.



School capacities are determined by the Education Dept with regard to any proposals affected by
the LDP.



Train services and station capacities are determined in conjunction with SESTRANS.



Any new developments are considered in conjunction with existing housing, so that they are less
than c10% of the total population, to facilitate integration within the community.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting.

4

MATTERS ARISING – REPLIES TO CORRESPONDENCE
Walks Leaflet

Action
By

GF advised that the cost of printing 5000 leaflets was £736, and it was hoped that the cost of this could
be met from our Local Priorities Fund and ELC funding.

GF

Dog Fouling in Dirleton
This issue had been highlighted in the East Lothian Courier by AM, and this coincided with a Freedom
of Information request to East Lothian Council, which revealed that there had been no notices issued to
owners. Subsequently, there have now been 4 issued – 1 at Yellowcraig and 3 in Gullane. Carl
Howman is the Council’s dogwarden, and can be contacted on 01620 827827 – there do not need to
be any witnesses to any fouling incidents.
A letter has also been received from Mrs Foreman from West Fenton Gait requesting a dog waste bin.
This will cost £300, and ELC have advised that they would empty it but are not able to fund it. This
request will be considered by the Local Priority Fund subcommittee.
Gullane Notice Board
There is still a query regarding the ownership of the land by the Old Smiddy, and this is to be pursued
by the Village Hall committee who have initiated this request.

4

RA

LOCAL PRIORITIES
Gullane Village Hall: A large project is underway, and they are content to ring fence any sum allocated
by the LPF to a particular project – for example, the accessible toilets.
New Astroturf, Gullane: The overall costs of this project – the clubhouse and pitch - including legal
costs are estimated to be £220,000, and depending on the planning process, work could start in April
2014. Any financial amount allocated would be able to be ringfenced. A letter from the Community
Council would also be helpful in this regard for any potential funding sources, and the Chairman will
write to the CC to request this; it is not needed at the same time as any allocation of funding which
might be granted.

5

AM

POLICE REPORT
As PC Banks was not present, his report was read out to the meeting by AM.

6

PLANNING MATTERS
Ferrygate development: this has been refused by ELC. The developers could appeal to the Scottish
Government and the Reporter.

7

VILLAGE REPORTS
West Fenton
Five signs have been agreed with ELC highlighting the chicanes as well as the presence of children
and animals.
Aberlady
A letter has been received regarding Coffin Lane which was to be maintained by ELC for 10 years as a
condition of renovation funding. A letter is to be written to ELC reminding them of this and to request a
litter bin for the path.
Gullane
RA had visited the ELC Contact Centre in Macmerry, and highlighted the various work that it does.
Current consultations ran by the ELC are highlighted on its web pages, and there is also a leaflet
highlighting its compliments and complaints policy.

LO

AM advised that there will be traffic lights between the Fire Station and the Main Road due to
resurfacing for the next 2 weeks.
Good progress is being made on the Gullane to Haddington bus service proposal.
Coastal car parking charges – a consultation is underway by ELC, current proposal is £2 per day or
£40 for a season ticket, and this is to be operational from April 2014.
JF highlighted traffic restrictions on the A198 for the Golf Open – there will be no parking at Drem
Station during the duration, and residents and businesses will be contacted by ELC from mid May
regarding passes which will be required to access the road between Drem and Gullane.
Park and Ride facilities will be available at Muirton and Ballencrieff.
JF is meeting with Colin Baird of ELC regarding the current proposal to rope off Goose Green during
this time – however, this will prevent owners parking.

JF

Drem
A meeting will be held with Drem residents on 3 June to discuss the current Core Paths proposals.
Dirleton
The shop has a new owner, and the transition appears to be smooth. The Post Office facility has not
yet reopened. The forecourt to the shop has now been resurfaced, thanks to Cllr D for his efforts in this
regard, so it is now easier to park by the shop and it is on the same level as the pavement.

8

Ferrygate Farm – the noise which has been reported in previous minutes is attributed to the
mechanical dryer following the feed lorry deliveries. There have been recent reports of noxious smells,
due to the prevailing east wind when dung is being spread. The police and ELC Environmental Health
are pursuing this matter.
AOCB
Haddington Sherriff Court has been recommended for closure by the Scottish Courts Service.
The CC website – work undertaken by JM, FD and TD has led to a subcommittee to be formed
comprising FB, TD and DM who will meet Jim King, an Aberlady resident and IT consultant regarding
the future of the website, and how to make it an effective communication tool for the CC. It is believed
that John Aitken is still paying the hosting fee for the current website, and these expenses have yet to
be claimed.
Windfarms – ELC has issued a consultation document regarding windturbines over 120m. TD is
assessing this on behalf of Dirleton Village Association and has undertaken to do the same for the CC.
Comments are required by 17 May 2013.

9

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 30 May Gullane Village Hall, 7pm.
Apologies received from JF and SM

TD/DD
/FB

