Gullane Area Community Council
Representing Aberlady, Dirleton, Drem and Gullane
www.gaddabout.org.uk

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 29th June 2017, 7.30pm at Gullane
Village Hall
Minutes are subject to adoption at the next meeting
Present:

Tom Drysdale, Interim Chair (TD)
Sian Morris (SM)
Malcolm Duck (MD)
Dorothy Arthur (DA)
Martin White (MW
John Hendry (JH)
Donald Hay (DH),
Cllr Jane Henderson (CllrH)
Tony Thomas (TT)
PC Deborah Gray (PCG),
PC Iain Paterson (PCP)
4members of the public

Dirleton
Drem
Aberlady
Gullane
Gullane
Gullane
Aberlady
East Lothian Councillor
Cala Representative

Election of new Chair: As

a result of his the election to East Lothian Council Jeremy
Findlay had been unable to continue as Chair of the Community Council and had
resigned his position. No decision on his successor had been made at the previous
meeting. On this occasion CllrH took the chair temporarily and called for nominations
for the election of a new Chair. On the proposal of TD, seconded by MD, Donald Hay
was unanimously elected, to take office on the conclusion of this meeting.
No
1

2

ACT

Item

Apologies
Apologies were received from: Cllr Jeremy Findlay (CllrF), Angus McCallum
(AMcC) Karen McDougall (KMcD),
Minutes of the previous meeting
Previous minutes were confirmed as a true reflection of the meeting.

3

Matters arising – actions from June meeting
Finance Report – KMcD was no present and had not provided a finance report.
This item was carried forward to the next meeting
Yellowcraig Beach – TD had written to SEPA expressing concern that the beach
had lost its blue flag status. He had received a reply outlining steps that were
being taken to monitor the problem and inviting the Community Council to
nominate a representative to participate in a new stakeholder partnership group for
Edinburgh and Lothians to monitor issues of this kind. MW agreed to take up this
invitation.

KMcD

MW

Website update – MD and AMcC had not yet discussed this. They were asked to
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do so and report to the next meeting.

MD
AMcC

Aberlady War Memorial Garden – discussion on this was ongoing. DH is
monitoring the position.

DH

Gullane Post Office – there had been no progress in discussion with the Post
Office about continuing facilities in Gullane.

4

Aberlady hall bookings for Community Council meetings – an email had been
received from Philippa Marston, district commissioner for Aberlady and Gullane
Girl Guiding, confirming the brownies’ request that the Community Council delay
the start of their Aberlady meetings until 7.45 pm. As such meetings are only held
once every three months it was felt that a compromise should be sought, inviting
the Brownies to finish earlier on those occasions. A meeting would be arranged
with Ms Marston to discuss the position.
Police report – period 26/04/2017 – 23/05/2017

DH
AMcC

Road safety
There were several calls over the month regarding speeding motor cycles and
motor vehicles in and around the Aberlady and Drem areas. No registration
numbers passed at the time.
Antisocial behaviour
During the evening of 25/05/17, Police were informed of damage to the bowling
club hut at Dirleton. Details taken and enquiries are still ongoing.
During the early hours of 19/6/17, there was a report of youths shouting in and
around Muirfield Station, Gullane. Unfortunately, no Police resources were
available to attend.
There was a report of racing vehicles on 6/6/17 near to Yellowcraig, Dirleton but
no Police resources were free to attend.

Housebreaking
There have been no reports of housebreaking in the area over the past month.
Parking
There have been no parking issues reported over the past month.
Other
On 09/06/17, there was a report of a theft of an electric drill from a building site
near Hall Crescent, Gullane. Details taken for further enquiry.
On 11/6/17, there was a report that the barrier at Yellowcraig had been cut and
travellers had set up camp. This was passed to East Lothian Council.
The next CAPP meeting would be held on Wednesday 30/8/17 (no July meeting).
In the discussion which followed, concern was expressed about speeding and
noisy motorcyclists, particularly in the Gullane area. PCP agreed that the police
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would seek to monitor this. He suggested that this should be adopted as a CAPP
priority and this was agreed.
An email had been received from an Aberlady resident, complaining about
dangerous driving in the Aberlady area, particularly along the Gosford estate
frontage. This was noted by PCP and PCG but it was agreed that it was an issue
difficult to control.
5

Local priorities
An email had been received from Mark Lucas, a trustee of Gullane Sports
Development Trust, which is seeking funding for a sports pavilion in Gullane,
following the successful development of the astro-turf sports pitch in 2013, to
which the Local Priorities Fund had made a contribution, and its extensive use
since then. There was at present a shortfall of about £13,000. He had asked
whether the Fund might contribute to the fitting out of shower and toilet facilities in
the changing rooms (circa £3,000 required ) or the kitchen fit-out (circa £1,500
required). There was general support for this request. AMcC, DH and TD would
consider this further with a view to asking Mr Lucas to submit a formal application
in time for a decision to be made at the July Community Council meeting. It was
also suggested that an application for funding should be made to the John Imrie
Fund. DA would advise further on this in liaison with Mr Lucas. DH noted that the
Area Partnership may also be able to assist.

DH
AMcC
TD

DA

SM advised that an application was likely to be made shortly to assist with the
purchase of a defibrillator for Drem.

6

Planning matters
Gullane housing sites
There was general discussion about ongoing concern over the grant of planning
permission for the Saltcoats Field and Fenton Gait East developments in Gullane
and over voting issues within ELC’s planning committee. CllH noted that although
she is not on the planning committee she would seek to ensure that constituents’
concerns were properly represented.
Planning application – Craigour, Broadgait, Gullane
It was noted that a recent application for the erection of a house in Broadgait,
Gullane, seemed likely to involve the felling of trees subject to a Tree Preservation
Order. MW had considered this and took the view that this would not adversely
affect the amenity of the area. It was therefore agreed that the Community Council
would not intervene in the application.
Dirleton
Castlemains, Dirleton
TT advised that CALA have withdrawn their interest in this development and that
Queensberry Properties, a partnership between Cruden Homes (East) Limited and
Buccleuch Property, have entered into a contract with the landowner to proceed
with similar to thast which had been proposed by CALA. They expect to hold a
public consultation in late August or early September and to submit a planning
application shortly afterwards. It is likely that they will make a presentation to the
Dirleton Village Association in mid-August and it was agreed that if they did so it
would not be necessary for them to make an additional presentation to the
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Community Council.
Government planning review
The government had recently published a report as part of its review of Scottish
planning law and procedure, Places, People and Planning - Position Statement
and Analysis of Consultation Response, asking for comments by 11 August. MW
and TD would consider this and prepare a report for consideration.
7

TD
MW

Website
See under Matters Arising, above.

8

Village Reports
Aberlady
The War Memorial is in need of refurbishment. There has been consultation with
two architects who have had dealings with previous proposals for the memorial’s
upgrade and who have offered to assist in producing a new scheme for its
refurbishment. This is still in progress due to both being on holiday, however we
hope to produce a planned project in the near future.
The village notice board had been damaged and replacement is being considered.
This would require planning permission and the landowner’s consent.
Dirleton
Nothing outstanding
Drem
Nothing outstanding, but see under Area Partnership, below.
Gullane
JH reported that Falko, the specialist baker, would be closing their Gullane shop
as a result of their move to Haddington. The timing of this was unknown.
Concern was expressed about lack of progress by CALA on their housing
development on the Fire Service college site. DA had spoken with Colin Thain,
their site manager, who had stated, as previously, that this was because of
problems with statutory undertakers over the termination of redundant services to
the site. It was agreed to monitor the position.
Concern was expressed, as previously, about the lack of an outdoor ATM
consequent on the pending closure of Bank of Scotland’s Gullane branch and the
failure of the Co-op to engage with the suggestion that they move their indoor ATM
outside. CllrF had been progressing enquiries about this and the matter would be
pursued with him.

JH

West Fenton
With the Saltcoats development now approved, MW expressed concern about the
future use of the roads through West Fenton. He will seek support and assistance
at a future Community Council meeting. This will relate to the next stage of CALA’s
application and more generally across West Fenton.
MW and Clare Tulloch have been looking at work done on Quiet Lanes in
Clackmannanshire, and they will also be meeting the Council’s Transportation
team.
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9

North Berwick Coastal Area Partnership Meetings
TD encouraged all to attend the North Berwick Charrette and noted it was not just
for residents of North Berwick but for all in the rural area.

10

Any other competent business
There was none.

11

Date and venue of next meeting
Thursday 27 July at 7.00 pm, Dirleton Kirk Hall.
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