GULLANE AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
(Representing Aberlady, Direlton, Drem and Gullane)
www.gaddabout.org.uk
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 31 October 2019
Held in Aberlady Kirk Stables
Minutes are subject to adoption at the next meeting
Present

Tom Drysdale (TD)
James Barbour (JB)
Gordon McLelland (GM)
Karen Chapman (KC)
Martin White (MW)
Frank Neate (FN)
Dorothy Arthur (DA)
Hugh Smith

Dirleton
Aberlady
Gullane
Gullane
West Fenton
Aberlady
Gullane
Drem

In Attendance ELC Councillors: Jim Goodfellow (Cllr JG) and Jane Henderson (Cllr JH),
Bonnie Macmillan (BM) GACC Secretary, 2 members of the public
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Welcome and Apologies
TD welcomed all to the meeting and noted it was quorate. Apologies
were received from John Hendry (Gullane), Les Sibbald (Gullane),
Malcolm Duck (Aberlady), ELC Councillor Jeremy Findlay and PC
Paterson.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the September meeting were approved and all present
were in agreement with decisions taken.
Matters Arising and Actions From Last Meeting
 Cut out police officers – The cut out police officers are now
operational.
 Gullane TRA – It was understood that there had been no
Gullane TRA members present at the most recent NBCAP
meeting.
 Aberlady Drainage – TD is in receipt of an email from Derek
Oliver, Head of ELC Protective Services, stating that ELC will
conduct independent monitoring, but will not erect signage at
this time. GACC will await the outcome of the ELC independent
monitoring before proceeding further. TD will contact Derek
Oliver in the New Year for a report.
 Gullane Litter – TD had contacted Eamon John at ELC to report
the catch on one of the litter bins outside Gullane Super Fry
appeared to be broken. No reply has been received. Carried
Forward
 Airspace workshop – FN attended a meeting to discuss the
recently resubmitted application to extend the airspace for
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Edinburgh Airport. There are plenty of objections from other
areas in Edinburgh more affected by this. GACC will continue to
monitor this as at present it seems as though planes are
venturing further out into East Lothian.
 Gullane Primary School Expansion – There has not been an ELC
statement regarding this yet. The changes will require new
plans and a further consultation period and this will take some
time.
 Gullane playing fields expansion – Cllrs JH/JG will ask Eamon
John at ELC to write to GACC and give a timeline/outline of the
process and situation regarding the allocation of building
developers’ financial contributions to establish what the
community would like to see happen with this space. GACC will
offer input via the Gullane councillors.
Membership
There are still 2 vacant spaces for members from Aberlady and 1 from
Dirleton.
Local Priorities Fund
There have been no new applications and all payments are up to date,
with the exception being:
East Lothian Countryside Volunteers (container, to be converted for
use as a conservation base). A grant of £1500 agreed subject to
conditions, pending approval of additional funding from
other sources. After allowing for this, there is £3848.14 remaining to
be distributed in the current financial
year.
Treasurer’s Report
KC’s report had been circulated to the members prior to the meeting
and was approved.
Police Report
TD reviewed the report and highlighted incidents in the community
council area. As discussed at the August GACC meeting (following a
discussion of the parking tickets at Gullane Bents) Cllr JG suggested it
might be helpful to re-open the old overflow car park at Gullane
Bents. Cllrs JG and JH to speak with Tom Reid, Head of Infrastructure
at ELC about this possibility. Cllr JG also suggested GACC take a look at
the wider parking strategies). Carried forward.
There were instances of drug possession reported in Longniddry Bents
car park 3 and the Gullane Bents car park with the consequence being
recordable police warnings. TD will speak with PC Paterson to enquire
if these individuals were drug tested to determine if it was safe for
them to drive. JB/TD will also bring this up at the next CAPP meeting.
Elizabeth Forsyth, the Aberlady Community Association Chairperson,
reported that the community association regards speeding as the
most pressing problem in Aberlady; she is speaking with ELC about the
possibility of symbolic village gates for Aberlady as a way to help
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reduce speeds. TD suggested that she attend the next CAPP meeting.
TD/GM will liaise to compose a post for the Facebook page and the
website advising residents on what to do if they witness speeding.
Cllr JH also reported that there were several places where road
resurfacing had recently taken place where the work was not carried
out to a high enough standard and would have to be redone. There
are now signs in place warning drivers of skid risk and to reduce speed
to 20 mph.
Website and Communications
GM reported the website has a consistent number of visitors on a
monthly basis. Both the website and Facebook page had an increase in
traffic this past month. GM has asked that there be more photos
submitted from LPF recipients that can be used on Facebook and the
website. KC will look into purchasing a large reusable presentation
cheque that could be used as a prop in these photos.
Planning
MW reported that it has been a quiet few weeks. Planning application
Number 18/00624/P (Caledonian Heritable – Archerfiled Links) has
been resubmitted, with some apparently minor changes. TD circulated
a letter of objection prior to the meeting which was approved at the
meeting. TD will submit this letter to ELC.
Village Reports
Gullane – GM reported the ELC proposals for electric car charging
points on Saltcoats Road, including the addition of 2 car parking
spaces one on Saltcoats Road and one on Brighton Terrace. ELC will
be applying for planning permission. The ELC Active Travel Group will
keep an eye on the electric bike charging points issue.
Cllr JH advised that she is working on proposals for the next ELC
budget for toilet refurbishment to include the toilet facilities at
Gullane Bents. It is possible that funding could come from the NBCAP,
and TD will raise this at the next NBCAP meeting.
GM is consulting with other Gullane members re: bike stands and will
report back.
There has been frustration in the village over the temporary traffic
lights related to the CALA developments that are left up over the
weekends when no work is being done. Cllr JH reported that ELC are
aware and it has been noted.
Aberlady – As a follow up to previously expressed concerns about
burial capacity, JB reported that MD is pursuing the matter further
and an update is expected soon.
GM will liaise with Elizabeth Forsyth, the Aberlady Community
Association Chairperson, to arrange a meeting to discuss a Resilience
Plan for Aberlady.
FN reported on the ongoing traffic problems linked to new
developments in Aberlady. FN will discuss these issues with the
developers and report back. Cllr JG will also discuss the passability
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issue with ELC Roads Officers.
Dirleton – TD advised GACC members that the DVA Chairperson,
Richard Gardner has recently died following health problems
apparently linked to a road traffic accident in July.
Drem – HS reported that speeding and overflow car parking for the
train station are ongoing problems in the village. TD will write to
ScotRail regarding an extension to the station car park in Drem.
West Fenton – Nothing to note.
North Berwick Coastal Area Partnership
TD will circulate the minutes from the NBCAP meeting on 8th October.
TD reported that on 19th November from 7-9pm there will be a NBCAP
meeting at Aberlady Primary School. TD will liaise with GM to put info
in the website/Facebook regarding this meeting.
TD will also speak to Hillary Smith, NBCAP Chairperson about possibly
adding an agenda item to this meeting to explain the basis on which
local communities can put forward requests for funding.

AOCB
Aberlady Memorial Garden Hedge
FN had been approached by Ian Malcolm of Aberlady Conservation
and History Society regarding the hedge. FN will speak to him further
and also consult with Donald Hay, the GACC former chairperson, as
this matter has been before GACC in the past. There remain various
views within the village regarding this hedge, FN, MD and JB to meet
to find a compromise. Carried Forward.
MW reported that 2020 will be Scotland’s Year of Coasts and Waters.
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The next meeting will be on Thursday 28 November at 7:00 pm in Gullane Village Hall (small hall)

